
Year 5  The Marvellous Mayans 

Reading 

In our whole class reading lessons, we 

focus on teaching children the knowledge 

and skills required to successfully read a 

book. There are opportunities for the 

children to read aloud everyday.  

We focus on 7 reading dogs. The 7 

reading dogs focus on the following skills; 

prediction, vocabulary, inference, 

retrieval, the author’s voice, comparing 

and summarising.  

This half term we are focusing on the text, 

‘Varjak Paw’ by SF Said. 

Children will continue to develop positive 

attitudes to reading and understand what 

they read by listening to and discussing a 

wide range of texts. Children will be 

reading texts that are structured in 

Writing 

In English this term, we are looking at the 

story ’Mother Earth is Weeping’, which is 

a narrative.  

From this we will be writing our own 

persuasive argument and performing 

using public speaking and listening skills. 

They will be practicing a range of skills 

including… 

 

 Identifying key features and 

techniques used in persuasive 

arguments 

 Exploring persuasive language 

features  

 Expanding basic sentences to add 

more depth. 

 To  use a range of punctuation 

appropriately and accurately for 

effect 

 Using a range of figurative 

language  

 Researching global warming 

 Using a range of rhetorical devices 

 To explore  the historical contexts 

of our texts and focusing on our 

Maths 

In maths this half term, we will be 

learning about measure, including time, 

and consolidating our learning in 

preparation for year 6. As part of this, we 

will be applying our knowledge and  

 To be able to read analogue and 

digital clocks 

 To convert between times 

 Consolidating our learning of Number 

 Consolidating our learning of addition 

and subtraction 

 Consolidating our learning of 

multiplication and division 

 Consolidating our learning of shapes 

and angles 

 Consolidating our learning of 

fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Consolidating our learning of position 

and direction 

 Consolidating our learning of 

measure 

 Practice solving reasoning questions 

Opportunities for SMSC 

In Year 5 the children will: 

 Learn about the responsibilities 

of working hard to develop their 

own individual skills.  

 In class discussions, children will 

learn how to respectfully and 

courteously challenge each 

other’s opinions. 

Value of the Term 
 

HOPE 



Topic 

This term, the children will learning about 

the marvellous Mayan civilizations. 

We will be looking at the following: 

 To investigate how they lived  

 To learn what they ate and how 

they prospered 

 To explore their inventions  

 To research their legacy 

 Exploring the decline of the Mayan 

civilization 

 Discovering the impact of foreign 

invasion 

Art and DT 

This term, the children will be  using a 

range of materials to design and create our 

own Mayan Chocolate bar. We will be 

using what we have learnt across 

Humanities and Science to inform our art, 

whilst using research on the Maya 

civilization as reference. 

 They will research the Mayans and 

their foods 

 They will explore what they ate and  

how they were used 

 Create their artwork using a range 

of materials and techniques 

 Explore mixing colours  

Computing 

This half term we will be exploring word 

processing using Microsoft Word and 

Google Docs. 

They will learn how to -  

 Create a word processing document. 

 Edit the text in a word document 

 Add and edit images to a word 

document.  

 Understand how to use word wrap 

with images and text. 

 Add features to a text to change the 

font, and enhance its look. 

P.E 

In PE this term, we will be  learning about 

Badminton and rounders. 

The children will be focusing on the 

following skills: 

 Agility and stamina 

 Catching and throwing 

 Good team work 

 Spatial awareness  

 Co-ordination  

 Strength  

PSHE 

This half term we will be exploring 

ourselves, our identities and what makes 

‘me’ unique.  

 We will have a chance to discuss 

ideas surrounding stereotypes, 

prejudice and discrimination. 

We will also be exploring changes that take 

place during puberty. 

 We will explore changes that take 

place in our bodies and how our 

emotions are effected during 

puberty. 

We will be using reading and writing skills 

to research and present our findings. 

How you can help your child at 

home 

It is important that the learning that has 

taken place at school is consolidated at 

home. Please remember to: 

 

 Practice their times tables 

 Read with your child at home and 

sign their reading record. 

 Ensure your child’s homework is 

completed on time. 

 Discuss what has been learnt in 

school 

 Use TT Rockstars 

Science 

This half term, we will be learning about 

Animals, including humans.  

We will be investigating  the life cycle of 

humans and a arrange of animals, 

exploring  how they live and reproduce. 

 

We will be exploring a range of topics: 

 To describe the changes as 

humans develop from birth to old 

age 

 To describe the life process of 

reproduction in some plants and 

animals 

 To describe the life cycle of a 

mammal by exploring their life 

cycles 

 Look at and describe the process 

of reproduction in the life cycle of 

a mammal 


