
READING AT LOXFORD

A guide for parents of children in KS1 when supporting their children’s reading at home



Aims of this workshop

◦ Learn about the importance of 

reading.

◦National Curriculum in KS1.

◦ Learn about how your child learns 

to read at school.

◦How to support reading at home.



What is reading for pleasure?

◦ Children who enjoy reading and think positively about reading 
have on average much higher mental wellbeing than their 
peers.

◦ Young people who enjoy reading are nearly five times as likely 
to read above the expected level of their age.

◦ Reading for pleasure has social benefits as well and can make 
people feel more connected to the wider community. 
Reading increases a person’s understanding of their own 
identity, improves empathy and gives them an insight into the 
world view of others.

◦ Parents are essential to fostering a love of reading.



National Curriculum- Year 1

stories; poems;

texts that they cannot yet read for themselves.

information texts;

pleasure in reading; motivation to read;

increased vocabulary;
improved level of 

understanding. 

Children need to develop: 

They will do this by frequently listening to: 

By reading with an adult, children can also be shown the processes 
of finding information within a book, such as the use of contents or 

index pages.



Phonics

The National Curriculum states that year 1 children must 
use phonic knowledge as their primary approach to 
reading unfamiliar words.

At Loxford, we teach phonics 

everyday following the phonics 

programme ‘Unlocking Letters and 

Sounds’.

The programme is started in Reception 

and consolidated throughout KS1.

Phonics Screening Check



National Curriculum- Year 2

continue to practise phonics 

until reading has become 

fluent;

be aware that books are set in 

different places;

retell a story, referring to most 

of the key events and 

characters;

decide how useful a non-

fiction text is for a particular 

purpose;

relate what they have read to 

their own experiences;

Year 2 children are expected to:

continue to build up a 

repertoire of poems learnt by 

heart;

recognise key themes and 

ideas within a text;

make simple inferences about 

the thoughts and feelings of 

characters and the reasons for 

their actions.



How do we teach reading at Loxford?

Vocabulary Victor

Content Domain 1a:

Draw on knowledge of 
vocabulary to understand 

texts.

Rex Retriever

Content Domain 1b:
Identify/explain key 

aspects of fiction and 
non-fiction texts such as 
characters, events, titles 

and     information.

Sequencing Suki

Content Domain 1c:

Identify and explain the 
sequence of events in texts.

Inference Iggy
Content Domain 1d:

Make inferences from the 
text.

Predicting Pip
Content Domain 1e:

Predict what might happen 
on the basis of what has 

been read so far.

High quality key texts



Vocabulary Victor

Vocabulary Victor will help your child to explore how and why 
authors and poets have chosen to use certain words and 

phrases.

What does this word/sentence tell you about…

(fiction feature/non-fiction subject matter)?

Can you find a word/sentence that tells you…/ 

shows you…/backs up what you have said 

about…?

Why did the author use the word… to 

describe…?

How does this word/description make you 

feel?

Vocabulary Victor

Content Domain 1a:

Draw on knowledge of 
vocabulary to understand 

texts.



Retrieval Rex

Rex Retriever will help your child to delve into a text and
retrieve the facts exactly as they are written.

Rex Retriever

Content Domain 1b:
Identify/explain key 

aspects of fiction and non-
fiction texts such as 

characters, events, titles 
and  information.

Where/when is the story/poem set?

Is this character a good/bad character?

How can you tell?

Is there a dilemma in the story? What is it?

How is the dilemma resolved?

Find your favourite description of the…



Sequencing Suki

Sequencing Suki likes everything in order!
She will help your child to sequence events in a text and to

discuss the order in which things happen.

Sequencing Suki

Content Domain 1c:

Identify and explain 
the sequence of 
events in texts.

How/where does the story/poem/non-fiction

text start?

Which character do we meet first?

What is the first/second/last step in

these instructions?

Put these sentences into the order they 

happened in.



Inference Iggy

Inference Iggy
Content Domain 1d:

Make inferences from 
the text.

How do you think the author feels about …?

Find words to back this up.

What do you think… is saying/thinking/feeling 

at this point? Why?

What do you think the author meant when…?

Why does the author use the word … here?



Predicting Pip

Predicting Pip tries to see the future and she will help your child 
to work out what might happen next based on what they 

have already read.

Predicting Pip
Content Domain 1e:

Predict what might 
happen on the basis of 
what has been read so 

far.

What do you think will happen next?

What might you expect to see in this sort of 

text?

Can you think of any other stories like this? How 

do they end? Do you think this will end the 

same way?

What do you think will happen next?

What might you expect to see in this sort of 

text?

What do you think will happen next?

Where do you think … will go next? Why?



Home Reading Books

In Key Stage 1, children 
read decodable books 
matching the stage of 
phonics they are learning. 

In Key Stage 1most of the 
books state the phonics 
phase at the back.

Children are expected to 
take 2 reading books 
home per week. 1 
matched to their phonics 
stage and 1 to read for 
pleasure.

Children will change their 
books twice a week.



Home Reading Books

◦ Talk about what can be inferred from the 
pictures before you read the text, e.g. ‘Why 
might the girl on the cover be sad?’

◦ Look at the front cover. Can you guess 
what this book will be about?

◦ Does this book remind you of any other 
book we've read?

◦ What do you think that the word __________
means?

◦ Discuss alternative words the author could 
have used, e.g. ‘Happy is a bit of a boring 
adjective, isn’t it? What word could we use 
instead?’



Home Reading Books

Children take home a 

home reading record. 

This is used to 

communicate to the 

teacher what books 

your child has been 

reading at home and 

how they have been 

reading. You can 

comment on how your 

child has demonstrated 

the reading skills. 



What range of questions could you 
ask about the image below?



Helping your child at home

◦ Read to your child everyday!

How can you read with your child 

everyday? Does this just include story 

books?

Talk lots about the books you share.

Asking questions will help to develop your 

child’s understanding.



Helping your child at home

◦ Ask your child to read out and tick off the 
items on your shopping list as you shop.

◦ Ask your child to collect the mail from the 
doormat and read the name on each letter.

◦ Split up words into sounds using a robot voice 
to help your child to learn how to blend. 
Add a robot word into a sentence or 
question.
Can you get your c-oa-t?

◦ Hide notes with words or sentences on 
around the house. Encourage your child to 
hunt for them and to read the notes that they 
find.

◦ Play board games that include reading. Ask 
your child to read out the clues.



Applying this at home

◦ Read with your child.

◦ Using the skills we have learnt today and the reading characters, try to ask your 

children questions as they read.

◦ Have they used their phonics?

◦ Do you feel more confident reading to them?



Any questions?

Thank you for attending today’s session.


