
READING AT LOXFORD

A guide for parents of children in KS2 when supporting their children’s reading at home



Aims of this workshop

◦ Learn about the importance of 

reading.

◦National Curriculum in KS2.

◦ Learn about how your child learns 

to read at school.

◦How to support reading at home.



What is reading for pleasure?

◦ Children who enjoy reading and think positively about reading 
have on average much higher mental wellbeing than their 
peers.

◦ Young people who enjoy reading are nearly five times as likely 
to read above the expected level of their age.

◦ Reading for pleasure has social benefits as well and can make 
people feel more connected to the wider community. 
Reading increases a person’s understanding of their own 
identity, improves empathy and gives them an insight into the 
world view of others.

◦ Parents are essential to fostering a love of reading.



National Curriculum Expectations

Throughout year 3 and year 4, children 

will become more familiar with different 

types of texts, such as poetry, plays and 

reference books. They will begin to 

draw inferences and make predictions 

about what they think is going to 

happen next.

By the time children reach year 3, they should be able to apply 

their knowledge of phonics to new words and they should be 

reading fluently. They should also be able to discuss books which 

they have read and be familiar with a range of different stories, 

including traditional tales.

It is important to remember that not all

children learn at the same speed. Some

children may find certain areas of

comprehension trickier than others. 



National Curriculum- End of Key Stage 2

By the time they leave year 6, children are expected to:

summarise the main ideas from more than one 

paragraph;

recommend books to their peers;

identify themes across a wide range of texts;

increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including myths, legends and fiction from our literary 

heritage;

make comparisons within and across books;

understand and explain the meaning of words in 

context;

draw inferences from a text and justify these with 

evidence;



National Curriculum- End of Year 6

By the time they leave year 6, children are expected to:

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion;

use stated or implied details to make predictions about 

what may happen next;

discuss and evaluate the author’s choice of language;

provide reasoned justifications for their views.

retrieve, record and present information from a non-

fiction text;



Year 6 SATS

Each year in May, year 6 children in England take part in a SATs reading paper.

This paper is designed to test children’s reading and comprehension skills across all areas 

of the curriculum. The test consists of two parts:

◦ a reading booklet (typically containing three texts which increase in difficulty 

throughout the booklet

◦ an answer booklet (containing a variety of questions about each of the texts, each 

relating to one of the eight content domains)

Children have one hour to complete as many questions as they 

can.

Children are expected to read the text themselves and no help can 

be given.



How do we teach reading at Loxford?

High quality key texts



Vocabulary Victor

Vocabulary Victor is there to help you work out the meaning 
of unknown words and phrases using context clues.

What does this word tell us about the 

character/setting/atmosphere?

What does that imply/suggest/indicate about…?

What does this word/phrase mean?

The author has used the word ________ to describe the main 

character. Can you think of a different word?

Can you find a word in this paragraph which means the same

as ________? 



Retrieval Rex

Retrieve and record information/identify key details
from fiction and non-fiction

Where is the story set?

Where did ________ go?

What did ________ do when ________?

Which paragraph tells you ________?

Who are the key characters in the book?



Summarising Sheba

Summarising Sheba is there to remind you to summarise the 
main point(s) or main event(s) of a paragraph or text.

What is the main theme/argument in this paragraph?

Can you describe what happened in this 

paragraph/chapter?

Using less than 20 words, can you write a new blurb for this 

book?

Can you remind me about ________?

What moment do you remember most from ________?



Inference Iggy

How do you think the author feels about …?

Find words to back this up.

What do you think… is saying/thinking/feeling 

at this point? Why?

What do you think the author meant when…?

Why does the author use the word … here?



Predicting Pip

Predicting Pip tries to see the future and she will help your child 
to work out what might happen next based on what they 

have already read.

What do you think will happen next?

What might you expect to see in this sort of 

text?

Can you think of any other stories like this? How 

do they end? Do you think this will end the 

same way?

What do you think will happen next?

What might you expect to see in this sort of 

text?

What do you think will happen next?

Where do you think … will go next? Why?



Cassie the Commentator
Cassie the Commentator discusses the content of a 

paragraph/text and compares events and characters.
Can you do the same?

How does the layout help you to understand the text?

Compare one character to another. How are they different or 

similar?

How has the character changed during the text?

What was the most effective/thought-provoking moment of 

the story?

Look at the section titled ________. Why has this been included 

in this text?



Arlo the Author
Arlo the Author likes to help you to spot examples of ambitious 

vocabulary and figurative language, and explain how the 
words/phrases that have been used add to the meaning of 

the text

How has the choice of words created a feeling of ________?

Look for an example of a simile in the text. How does this add 

meaning?

Look for an example of a metaphor in the text. How does this 

add meaning?

Look for an example of personification in the text. How does 

this

add meaning?

How does the author show that the 

character/setting/atmosphere

is ________?





Home Reading Books

In Key Stage 2, children 

are given books that 

match their reading 

level.

These are book band 

colours.

Fluency vs 

comprehension.



Home Reading Books

◦ Talk about what can be inferred from the 
pictures before you read the text, e.g. ‘Why 
might the girl on the cover be sad?’

◦ Look at the front cover. Can you guess 
what this book will be about?

◦ Does this book remind you of any other 
book we've read?

◦ What do you think that the word __________
means?

◦ Discuss alternative words the author could 
have used, e.g. ‘Happy is a bit of a boring 
adjective, isn’t it? What word could we use 
instead?’



Home Reading Books

Children take home a 
home reading record. This 
is used to communicate 
to the teacher what 
books your child has 
been reading at home 
and how they have been 
reading. You can 
comment on how your 
child has demonstrated 
the reading skills. 

Children are expected to 
change their books twice 
a week.

Year 6- planners



Helping your child at home

As a parent or carer, there are many things that you can do to support your child with 

understanding what they are reading.

◦ Provide a Choice of Reading Materials

Why not visit the library together or have a look at interesting articles online?

◦ Show that you read too!

◦ Make reading fun

◦ Ask lots of questions

It’s important to remember that you can still ask questions afterwards even if your child 

prefers to read on their own. Try asking them to summarise what they’ve just read or ask 

them if they’ve discovered any new words. You can always look up their meaning in a 

dictionary together.



Applying this at home

◦ Read with your child.

◦ Using the skills we have learnt today and the reading characters, try to ask your 

children questions as they read.

◦ Have they used their phonics?

◦ Do you feel more confident reading to them?



Any questions?

Thank you for attending today’s session.


