
Welcome to A-Level Languages
WHY SHOULD I STUDY THIS COURSE?
IF YOU ENJOY FOREIGN TRAVEL AND MEETING NEW PEOPLE
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE EDGE OVER OTHER PEOPLE IN YOUR CHOICE OF 
CAREER
IF YOU LIKE EXPRESSING YOUR IDEAS AND POINTS OF VIEW ON ISSUES WHICH INTEREST 
YOU
IF YOU WANT TO BOOST BOTH YOUR JOB PROSPECTS AND YOUR SALARY BY SPEAKING 
MORE THAN ONE LANGUAGE
IF YOU WANT TO GAIN A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES
IF THIS APPLIES TO YOU, THEN YOU SHOULD STUDY A-LEVEL LANGUAGES 
(FRENCH/SPANISH/ITALIAN/URDU)



What does the course involve?

 A-level Languages helps students develop confident, effective communication skills in the 
Target Language and a thorough understanding of the culture of countries and 
communities where your chosen language is spoken. It develops an interest in, and 
enthusiasm for, language learning and encourages students to consider their study of the 
language in a broader context.

 The course will prepare you to become a well-informed and effective communicator:
 You will be required to use the target language to present and organise facts, ideas, 

explanations, opinions and information in speech and in writing.
 You will have to read a variety of texts, (articles, advertisements, letters and diaries) to gain 

knowledge and to form your own viewpoints.
 You will listen to authentic materials such as interviews, news flash items and radio 

programmes.
 You will have access to native speakers to practice your language skills on a regular basis.



Type of Assessment

 The Edexcel Advanced GCE in Languages consists of two externally examined 
papers assessing listening, reading and writing and a non-examined assessment 
assessing speaking.

 The speaking assessment is externally set and conducted by a teacher/examiner.
 All assessments are marked by Edexcel. Students must complete their speaking 

assessment in April/May and all other assessments in May/June in any single year.
 The course is assessed through two examination papers:
 Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation Written examination: 1 hour and 50 

minutes – 40% A2
 Paper 2: Written response to work, grammar and translation Written examination: 1 

hour and 40 minutes – 30% of A2
 Paper 3: Speaking Internally conducted and externally assessed – 30% of A2



What can an A-Level in Languages lead 
to?
 Universities value students who have taken a modern language at A level. An A 

level in a modern language provides a particularly good foundation for a degree 
in History, English, Politics, or Law and also opens the door to doing a joint honours
degree (for example English and Spanish or Law and French).

 Having an additional language can enhance your employability in a world which 
increasingly depends on global relationships.

Typical A-levels taken by current modern language students
 General studies
 English language
 Maths
 Business studies
 Politics
 History



What can an A-Level in Languages lead to?

 Language skills can be used in almost any career, and particularly in businesses that 
trade internationally

 Jobs directly related to your degree include:
 Academic researcher    /    Interpreter
 Political risk analyst    /    Secondary school teacher
 Translator

 Jobs where your degree would be useful include:
 Broadcast journalist       /      Detective
 Diplomatic service officer   /       Education consultant
 English as a foreign language teacher   /      International aid/development 

worker
 Logistics and distribution manager  /    Marketing executive
 Patent examiner /    Publishing rights manager
 Sales executive  /     Tour manager



Outside of the classroom

Barcelona trip
For the past three years, the MFL department has been fortunate to organise a 
residential trip to Barcelona, Spain. These trips have proved to be very 
successful and an amazing way for our students to immerse themselves in the 
culture and help them dispel any myths and doubts.
These trips allow our students to navigate through visits with a combination of 
their skills, reading, interacting with native speakers and using opportunities to 
develop their skills in relaxed, real-life settings.
As they discover the value of their skills the students generally                             
feel inspired to speak more regularly, with a confidence backed 
up by experience.
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