
Welcome to A-Level 
Psychology

WHY SHOULD I STUDY THIS COURSE?
PSYCHOLOGY WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND YOURSELF AND OTHER 
PEOPLE. THROUGH LEARNING ABOUT DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF HUMAN AND 
NON-HUMAN BEHAVIOUR, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO BETTER UNDERSTAND WHAT 
MOTIVATES PEOPLE AND HOW TO
YOU WILL GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO 

LEARN ABOUT BEHAVIOUR AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CONCEPTS. 
PREPARES YOU FOR A DEGREE IN PSYCHOLOGY.
PSYCHOLOGY IS USEFUL IN A WIDE RANGE OF CAREERS AS IT EQUIPS YOU 
WITH THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND PEOPLE AND BEHAVIOURS, AS WELL AS 
DEVELOPING CRITICAL AND COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS WHICH ARE USEFUL IN
A RANGE OF ENVIRONMENTS AND OCCUPATIONS.



What does the course involve?
A Level Psychology course content
 Social Influence – exploring what research has shown us about whether people conform and 

obey and what makes them do this; explaining why some people don’t conform and in what 
situations people don’t obey.

 Memory – studying the models of memory that have been suggested by psychologists; 
investigating why we forget; applying our knowledge to eyewitness testimony and its accuracy.

 Attachment – reflecting on the relationship between babies and their caregivers, in particular 
their mothers; explaining why attachments are necessary and how they form.

 Psychopathology- a consideration of how abnormality is defined, and how different perspectives 
explain and treat disorders, including phobias, depression and OCD

 Approaches in Psychology – comparing and contrasting the different views found in psychology, 
for example biological psychologists, vs humanist psychologists, vs cognitive psychologists.

 Biopsychology – Identifying key features of the human body, such as the central nervous system 
and the endocrine system, as well as looking at the fundamental structures of the brain; 
understanding how our physiology is of importance in psychology.

 Research Methods – learning how psychologists conduct research and carrying out practical 
research of our own.



What does the course involve?
A Level Psychology course content cont:
 Issues and Debates in Psychology – developing an understanding of 

the key issues and debates in psychology, such as the nature-nurture 
debate, culture bias, and gender bias.

 One from: Relationships; Gender; Cognition and Development – At 
Loxford we have chosen ‘gender’’ where we will consider the gender 
spectrum, stereotyping, and the different influences on gender 
development

 One from: Schizophrenia; Eating Behaviour; Stress. At Loxford we 
have chosen ‘schizophrenia’, where we will investigate the nature of 
schizophrenia, as well as comparing possible explanations and 
treatments.

 One from: Aggression; Forensic Psychology: Addiction. At 
Loxford we have chosen ‘forensic psychology’, where we will learn 
about ways in which crime is measured, factors that lead to criminal 
behavior, and rehabilitation and recidivism.

Skills: Students will develop 
knowledge and 
understanding of key 
psychological concepts, 
theories and studies. Students 
also develop the skills of 
analysis and evaluation, 
which they will demonstrate in 
essay writing, as well as 
knowledge of how 
psychologists conduct their 
research and the ethical 
issues involved in this



Type of Assessment

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
2 hours written exam 33.3% of the A level, 96 marks
Paper 2: Psychology in Context
2 hours written exam, 33.3% of the A level, 96 marks
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology
2 hour written exam, 33.3% of full A-level, 96 marks

All exams comprise a combination of low tariff questions 
and extended answer essays.



What can an A-Level in psychology lead 
to?
The most common careers in psychology 
include:
 Counselling psychologist
 Educational psychologist
 Forensic psychologist
 Health psychologist
 Mental health worker
 Sport psychologist
 Occupational psychologist
 Neuropsychologist
 Research and Teaching Check out this website for further information 

https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-
psychologist/career-options-psychology

Combine with other subjects  e.g. –
• Biology or maths for a career in experimental 

psychology 
• Business for a career in marketing 
• Sociology and other humanities subjects if you are 

interested in teaching 

https://www.bps.org.uk/public/become-psychologist/career-options-psychology


Outside of the classroom

 Dedicated psychology area with drop in clubs every 
lunchtime

 The opportunity to carry out and report on a  
psychological investigation 

 Contribute to a social science newsletter 
 Webinars 


	Welcome to A-Level Psychology
	What does the course involve?
	What does the course involve?
	Type of Assessment
	What can an A-Level in psychology lead to?
	Outside of the classroom

