
Welcome to A-Level RE 

Why should I study this course?
Studying philosophy and religion means being able to 

encounter some of the most exciting areas open to human 
beings. It enables us to ask about the most important parts 

of being human and pose questions like ‘What is the 
meaning of life?’, ‘Does god exist?’, ‘Is there life after 
death?’ and ‘Am I real?’. The department hopes to 

promote critical inquiry and encourage students to let no 
stone go unturned and no assumption go unchallenged in 

their quest for the right answers.



What does the course involve?
We follow the WJEC Eduqas Examination syllabus which is a 2 year course with the main exams being 
at the end of Year 13. Students will study the following themes for the Christianity paper over the 2 
years:

 Jesus’s birth and resurrection
 The Bible as a source of wisdom and authority
 The early Christian church
 Different scholarly views of Jesus
 The religious concepts of: the nature of God, the Trinity and atonement
 Religious Life including a study of the key moral principles such as charity and the community of 

believers
 Attitudes towards the following issues: wealth, migration and equality and discrimination
 The relationship between religion and society
 Historical developments in religious thought
 Religious identity through baptism, the Eucharist; festivals such as Christmas and Easter; unification; 

religious experience, responses to poverty and injustice



What does the course involve?
Students will study the following themes for the Philosophy of Religion paper over the 2 
years:
 The Cosmological Argument
 The Teleological Argument
 The Ontological Argument
 The Problem of evil and suffering
 Religious belief as a product of the human mind
 Issues relating to the rejection of religion
 Religious experience
 Religious language



What does the course involve?

Students will study the following themes for the Religion and Ethics unit 
over the 2 years:
 Ethical Thought
 Natural Law and Proportionalism and its application to the ethical 

issues of abortion, voluntary euthanasia, immigration and capital 
punishment

 Situation Ethics and its application to the ethical issues of 
homosexuality, polyamorous relationships, animal experimentation 
and the use of nuclear weapons

 Determinism and Free will



Type of Assessment

There are 3 components to the course (Christianity, Ethics and Philosophy) that 
you are examined on (3 exams, 1 for each component).  All are equally weighted 
and 33.3% of your final grade.  The course is 100% exam.

You are assessed on 2 skills:
 AO1: This assessment objective is about explaining theories, ideas, beliefs etc.

 Example from Christianity: Examine the Christian Doctrine of the Trinity

 AO2: This assessment objective is about constructing arguments and 
evaluating (a little like the d style GCSE questions).
 Example from Philosophy: “The strengths of the Cosmological Argument outweigh its 

weaknesses.” Evaluate this view.

 You will be regularly assessed on both of these skills throughout the course through in 
class assessments and homework.



What can an A-Level in RE lead to?
Lots of people with an A-Level in RE choose to go into the following:

 Big business, banking, management consultancy, chartered accounting, 
law, politics, and the civil service.  All these areas are enthusiastic about 
people who've done philosophy, because they know how to think clearly.

 Journalism and advertising are also logical career paths, since you have to 
be able to write well and present ideas logically and clearly.

 And of course, there's always education!

What other courses does this compliment?

 Students that pick RE also tend to study subjects with similar skills e.g. History 
or English Literature but the subject also pairs well with subjects like 
psychology and sociology due to the overlap of some content areas.

 RE is also a good choice for students that are taking a more mathematical 
or science based route  including medicine as it demonstrates to your 
universities that you are able to communicate through the written word.
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