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What is Sociology?

Sociology: Study of the society we live in.

Sociology is the study of human social life, groups and 
societies. Sociologists investigate the social world and 
how we behave within it, showing particular interest in 
understanding the ways society influences and shapes 
our daily lives.

Sociologists focus on:

the way we make society what it is

and

The way society makes us what we are

The next few slides are related to the topics we study in 
sociology…

Year 10 topics:

Families and households, 

Education 

Research Methods 

Year 11 topics:

Crime and Deviance

Social Stratification

Year 12 topics:

Families and Households

Education

Theory and methods

Year 13 topics:

Crime and Deviance

Beliefs in society

Theory and methods



How do we learn how to be boys or girls? 

In sociology we find out how we learn to be a boy or a girl. 

This process is called gender socialisation. 

On the next slide there is a selection of different children's toys

Sort the toys into toys for boys, toys for girls, or toys for both. 



Boys toys

Both

Girls toys 



Family Diversity
Think about all of the people in your family

Which of the following family best represents yours?

Nuclear families

Lone parent families

Same-sex families

Reconstituted families

Extended families

A father, mother and their child or children. It contains two generations 

and family members live together in the same household. 

A family consisting of one parent and a child or children who live 

together.

A family in which a same-sex couple (two males or two females) live 

together with their child or children.

One or more parents have been married previously and bring their 

children with them from their previous marriage. 

A group of relatives extending beyond the nuclear family. The classic 

extended family contains three generations who either live together under 

the same roof or nearby. 



Crime and 

Deviance 

Here’s an 

example of the 

kind of

essays that you 

might write

in Year 11

How far would sociologists agree that custodial sentencing is an effective way of reducing crime? (12 

marks)

A custodial sentence means that a person loses their liberty for committing a crime. For 
example, they go to prison or a young offender’s institution. In order to decide how 
successful custodial sentences are we have to define their purpose.
One aim of custodial sentencing is retribution through punishment, as well as protection of 
the public. Some sociologists would agree that this is the best way to deal with offenders as 
it keeps the public safe and this type of punishment means the public feel there has been 
appropriate retribution. This is especially true for violent or very dangerous criminals, as 
the public would not be happy if such crimes only received a fine, or some other less severe 
punishment.  If these were the only aims of custodial sentencing then we can argue that it 
is effective.  However not all criminals in prison have committed violent crimes, and in 
some cases do not really cause too much concern for the safety of the public. Therefore a less 
severe punishment might be more effective. Additionally the cost of keeping someone in 
prison ranges from £100,000 to £200,000 pounds, therefore it is costly for the public to keep 
an offender in custody.

On the other hand, one aim of custodial sentencing is rehabilitation. This suggests that 
whilst in prison the criminal can become a non- criminal when they are released. For 
example, some prisoners have anger management, or can get qualifications. However, 
prisons in the UK are not very successful at rehabilitation as recidivism rates are around 
75%. This could be due to the fact that mixing with other criminals helps to further the 
person’s criminal career, i.e. prisons are like a ‘college of crime’. Furthermore, prisons have 
a negative psychological effect on prisoner due to the harsh, stressful conditions they live 
in. Prisoners also become institutionalised and find it difficult to cope in the outside world 
when they no longer have the rules and routines to follow. This often means that they 
return to crime and then return to prison. . This suggests that prisons are not an effective 
form of punishment, as many prisoners get worse. However, it could be due to the nature of 
UK prisons rather than custodial sentences. For example, in countries such as Norway, 
where the prisons are more relaxed and prisoners are treated with dignity, the recidivism 
rates are far less than those in the UK.  Therefore some sociologists would argue that 
custodial sentences are an effective way to treat offenders. 
Overall sociologists would argue that custodial sentencing is effective at meeting most of its 
aims, but in its current form it does not help reduce crime. 



Sociology Hall of Fame

Karl Marx

Emile 

Durkheim

Talcott 

Parsons

Max Weber

W.E.B. 

Dubois

Jean 

Francois 

Lyotard

These are some important sociologists from 

the past- you might want to find out a bit 

more about them. 

You might notice the lack of women! 



Law   
When you get to year 12  you will have the 

opportunity to study A level Law.

Law is one of our most popular options in the 6th

form.

Students learn about the legal system, law 

making, the nature of law, criminal law, the law 

of tort, and the law of contract. 

Law students develop a range of skills including 

the application of legal rules and principles to 

present an argument, analysis and evaluation 

of the law, legal issues and concepts.



1: Explain, using 2 examples, how an omission can form the basis of an actus reus for 
a crime. (5 marks)

An omission act is a failure to act when they are legally bound to do so but one can 
be guilty of a crime by failing to act, unless it's their duty to act. You can have a duty 
from a special relationship this means that a special relationship a duty on someone 
to act (e.g parents, son/daughter etc). An example of failing to follow this duty 
could be R v Gibbons and Proctor, here the defendants (Gibbons and Proctor) 
failed to feed their daughter and later she died of starvation. Because of this both 
Gibbons and Proctor were found guilty due to the fact that they deliberately did not 
feed their daughter, they are both guilty of murder , as parents of the child they both 
had a duty of care towards her which they did not do.

Another duty is one that is taken on voluntarily this means that people can choose 
to take responsibility in certain circumstances and because of this they have a duty 
to act. An example of failing to follow this duty could be R v Stones and Dobinson 
(1977) , here the defendants (Stones and Dibinson) where uneducated people who 
also struggled with some personal problems but they both chose to make an effort 
to look after Stones sister who was anorexic and due to their lack of knowledge they 
did not summon any medical help, the sister eventually died of malnutrition. 
Because of this they were both charged with gross negligence and manslaughter as 
they chose to look after her but failed to do so by not making proper arrangements 
for her. Here you can see that omission can form the basis of an actus reus for a 
crime.

Below is an example of some 

work recently completed by a 

year 12 student.



Some famous people with law 

degrees- do you know who they 

are?

Mahatma 

Gandhi 

Barack Obama Rebel 

Wilson

Michelle 

Obama

Gerard Butler Vladimir Putin Sadiq Khan 



Try these fun fact quizzes about 

strange laws in the UK and around 

the world.
https://www.joe.co.uk/sponsored/quiz-are-these-bizarre-british-laws-

real-or-fake-182262

https://www.thelawyerportal.com/quizzes/weird-laws-true-false/

https://www.joe.co.uk/sponsored/quiz-are-these-bizarre-british-laws-real-or-fake-182262
https://www.thelawyerportal.com/quizzes/weird-laws-true-false/


The scientific study of the mind and behaviour 

In A level psychology we consider topics such as:

• Memory: What is memory? How does it work? Where 

is it stored?

• Social influence: Why do we conform or obey? How 

do minorities influence social change?

• Psychopathology: What is OCD? What causes 

OCD? How should we treat OCD?

• Forensic psychology: How are crimes investigated? 

What makes someone a criminal? How should we 

deal with criminals?



Here is an extract from an A level psychology essay

Discuss the extent to which brain functions are localised (16 marks)

During the 19 th century case studies of brain injuries, such as Phineas Gage, seemed to

suggest that specific areas of the brain were responsible for particular functions; known as ‘localisation of 

brain function’. Through the use of case studies, autopsies and scanning techniques, scientists have been 

able to identify and name many areas of the brain and each part’s specialised functions.

One area of behaviour that has been extensively researched is speech and language. Two main areas 

have been identified here: Broca’s and Wernicke’s, both of which are located in the left hemisphere of 

the brain. Broca’s area is responsible for speech production and Wernicke’s for comprehension of 

language.

Evidence to support speech and language comprehension comes from studies of brain

damaged patients. Patients with Wernicke’s damage are unable to comprehend or produce coherent 

speech- Wernicke’s aphasia, whereas those with damage to Broca’s find fluent speech a difficult task-

Broca’s aphasia.

However Broca’s and Wernicke’s findings were based on post- mortem examinations of

patients who had these deficits in life, i.e. patient ‘Tan’. Whilst damage was shown to be in the expected 

areas, post mortems are not fully conclusive as the changes could be the result of further degradation 

after death, and there could be other areas involved that haven’t been considered or noticed.

Although advances in science mean that these areas can be checked with the use of PET or fMRI scans. 

For example, we would predict that when a person is performing a listening task Wernicke’s would be 

active, and when performing a reading task it would be Broca’s. Thesepredictions were found to be 

correct by Peterson et al, who scanned participant’s brainswhilst they carried out the tasks. This suggests 

Broca and Wernicke’s early findings are reliable.



Psychology Hall of Fame

Sigmund 

Freud
BF Skinner John Watson Abraham 

Maslow

Albert Bandura

Elizabeth Loftus Mary Ainsworth Carol Gilligan Sandra Bem Eleanor 

Maccoby



Try these quizzes and experiments 

http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/words.html

https://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/chmemory.html

http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/words.html
https://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/chmemory.html

