
Year 5 The Marvellous Mayans 

English 

In English this term, we are looking 
at the story of Orion and the Dark. 
We will be exploring the thoughts, 
feelings and experiences faced by 
characters in the story. We will be 
wri ng a diary entry and a 
narra ve, in the form of a comic, 
based on the text.  

Key skills 

 Iden fying key features and 
techniques used 

 Exploring a range of 
character’s perspec ves 

 Exploring the features of a 
diary and a narra ve  

 Expanding sentences 

 Using a range of punctua on 
appropriately and accurately 
for effect 

 Using a range of figura ve 
language 

Maths 
In maths this half term, we will be 
exploring Posi on and Direc on. As 
part of this, we will be applying our 
knowledge to 
 Read co‐ordinates on a grid 

 Describe the movements of 
points and shapes on a grid in 
the first quadrant reflec ons of 
co‐ordinates or shapes along 
the x or y axis 

 Describe movements between 
posi ons as transla ons of a 
given unit to the le /right and 
up/down  

As Summer 2 progresses, we will be 
moving on to explore capacity, 
volume and conver ng units. 
 Conver ng between units of 

length, capacity and me 
(seconds, minutes, hours, days)  

 Es ma ng volumes and 
capacity 

 I can solve problems involving 
conver ng 

Science 
This half term, we will be learning 
about animals, including humans.  

We will be inves ga ng  the life 
cycle of humans and a range of 
different animals, exploring  how 
they live and develop. 

We will be exploring a range of 
topics: 

 The changes that occur as 
humans develop from birth 
to old age 

 To describe the life process 
of reproduc on in some 
plants and animals 

 To describe the life cycle of 
a mammal by exploring 
their life cycles 

 Look at and describe the 
process of reproduc on in 
the life cycle of a mammal 

 Exploring metamorphosis 

Opportuni es for SMSC 
In Year 5 the children will: 
 Learn about the responsibili es 

of working hard to develop their 
own individual skills.  

Value of the Term 
 

Integrity 



History 
This term, the children will be 
learning about the marvellous Maya 
civiliza on. 

We will be exploring how they lived, 
worked and developed as a people. 

We will be looking at the following: 

 Exploring the meline of the 
Maya civiliza on 

 Discovering when the Maya 
civiliza on began 

 To inves gate how they lived  

 To learn about their homes, 
where they lived and how 
they worshipped 

 To explore how their 
civiliza on finally came to an 
end 

 Wri ng a newspaper report 
about the fall of the Mayan 
civiliza on 

 To research their legacy, what 
they taught us and how they 
impact our lives today 

 Comparing their civiliza on 
with ours 

Art 
This term, the children will be  using 
a range of materials to design and 
create our own Mayan Product! 

We will be using what we have learnt 
across Humani es and Science to 
create our product. 

 They will research the Mayans 
and their lifestyles 

 They will explore why  certain 
products were made and how 
they were used 

 Design a Mayan product  

 Create an advert for their 
Mayan product 

 Create their products using a 
range of materials and 
techniques 

Compu ng 

 In compu ng this half term, 
we will be; 

 Using a range of programs to 
create documents, research 
the Mayans and present our 
findings.  

 Using Purple mash to explore 
coding and func ons. 

 Using programs that help us 
with our daily tasks. 

P.E. 
In PE this term, we will be  learning 

about Handball and Badminton. 

The children will be focusing on the 

following skills: 

 Agility and stamina 

 Using a racket 

 Good team work 

 Spa al awareness  

 Co‐ordina on  

PSHCE and RE 
Our theme for this half term will be 
‘The journey of life and death’. We 
will be exploring our thoughts and 
feelings about life, the soul and 
different beliefs regarding life and 
death. We will be exploring the 
meaning of the ‘soul’ and the Sikh 
belief of reincarna on. 

You can help by: 

 Ensuring that your child 
arrives at school ON TIME for 
morning registra on. 

 Reading with your child daily 
working on inferencing and 
comprehension skills. 

 Ensuring that your child wears 
suitable (labelled) clothing 
dependent on weather. 

 Contac ng the school if your 
child is not well enough to 
a end. 

We encourage you to complete 
the following projects with your 
child: 

 Make sure that your child is 
prac cing their spellings eve‐
ryday with an adult and using 
a dic onary 

 Working on comprehension 
skills and comple ng home‐
work ac vi es  

 Reading out loud with ex‐
pression and at a steady 
pace. 


