
Year 6 
Failure is so important. We speak about success all the time. It is the 

ability to resist failure or use failure that often leads to greater suc-

cess.” J.K. Rowling 

Reading 

In our whole class reading lessons we 

focus on teaching children the 

knowledge and skills required to 

successfully read a book. There are 

opportunities for the children to read 

aloud everyday. We focus on 5/7 

reading dogs. The 5/7 reading dogs 

focus on the following skills; prediction, 

vocabulary, inference, retrieval, the 

author’s voice, comparing and 

summarising. This half term we are 

focusing on the following books during 

our whole class reading lessons:  

Ghost Boys, which is the book we are 

focusing on in guided reading. A 

heartbreaking and powerful story, 

drawing connections with real-life 

history, from award-winning author 

Jewell Parker Rhodes.  This links to our 

recent learning on racism. We are 

extending the children with 

explanation questions to prepare them 

for SATs. It will enable their deeper 

comprehension skills to be shown with 

evidence supporting their explanations. 

Writing 

This term in English, we will be 

continuing to study the narrative ‘Gold 

Cadillac,’ and write a newspaper article 

documenting a racist even in Mississippi. 

The children will explore how a 

newspaper is put together and how it 

differs from other types of texts. They 

will then use this knowledge to create 

their own newspaper article which will 

be published on chrome books in the 

style of a newspaper.   

After we will be looking a short film clip 

called ‘Alma’ and will explore how 

writers create tension. We will watch 

various clips and read various texts to 

think about how we can make a reader 

feel emotions and make them become 

gripped in our writing.  

Children will also be working on various 

SPaG topic this term . They will be 

looking at direct and reported speech 

which they can then apply in their 

newspaper articles. They will look at 

active and passive voice as well as 

different types of conjunctions to help 

their writing flow.  

Maths. 

In mathematics this term, we will be 

focusing on fractions, decimals and 

percentages. We will be looking at 

how to convert them and understand 

their relationships to each other. We 

will also be looking at how these are 

useful in the real world context and 

applying our learnt knowledge to 

reasoning and problem-solving 

questions.  

We will divulge deeper into solving 

problems in a systematic and logical 

manner using jottings and visual 

representation to aid the children's 

understanding.  

Additionally, we are focusing on the 

children demonstrating a deeper 

understanding through written 

explanations  which will showcase a 

mathematical thought process.  

Please make sure your child is 

practising their times tables at home 

as this is fundamental within every 

aspect of maths.  

Opportunities for SMSC 

Year 6 the children will: 

 Engage in practical activities which 

require them  to engage in team 

work and show mutual respect for 

each other. 

 Be sharing their life experiences 

and aspirations and show respect 

for other’s opinions in PSHCE. 

 Learn how to respectfully and 

courteously challenge each 

other’s opinions.  

Value of the Term 
 

Empathy 



Topic 

This term the  focus for topic is crime 

and punishment. Children will be 

discovering crime and punishment 

throughout different periods of times 

starting with the Romans, then the 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, Normans, 

Middle Ages, Tudors, Stuarts, 

Victorians and ending in the New 

Millennium. The children will be 

identifying how these crimes are 

detected and looking at the changes 

over these periods.  

Art 

This term we will be using art as a 

cross curricular opportunity with 

our topic of crime and punishment. 

We will be focusing on  famous 

street artists Banksy and  Keith 

Haring. Children will learn about the 

basics of street art, including some 

of the skills and techniques used to 

create street art using graffiti 

techniques and scratch art.  

Computing 

Children will be continuing their work 

on coding they have completed in 

previous years.  

They will be: 

 Creating annotated diagrams.   

 Creating a timeline of events in the 

program  

 Using the 2 Chart tool to create 

flowcharts of the processes.  

 what order things will happen (the 

algorithm)   

P.E. 

Children will be learning drills, different 

techniques and understanding the 

rules of basketball.  They will be 

learning about receiving and 

controlling  the ball correctly and learn 

to dribble the ball effectively at a 

higher speed. Children will become 

confident dribblers which can be 

transferred into game situations. 

Indoors (in the hall) the children will 

focus on gymnastics and look at range 

of balances and  sequences. Children 

will learn to use different apparatus to 

perform these synchronised sequences 

individually and collectively. 

Gymnastics promotes physical 

development, and joint flexibility. 

PSCHE 

Our topic this term is about ‘You and 

Me’.  

During this topic children will: 

 Learn about the diverse cultural 

heritage that contributes to London 

and the wider world.  

 Understand how injustice and 

inequality can affect people’s lives 

around the world.  

 Learn that similarities and difference 

in people arise from a number of 

factors.   

How you can help your child at 

home 

It is important that the learning that 

has taken place at school is 

consolidated at home. Please 

remember to: 

 Practice counting in steps of 4, 

8, 50 and 100. 

 Read with your child at home 

and sign their reading record. 

 Ensure your child’s homework 

is completed on time. 

 Practice joining letters 

correctly with your class. 

Science. 

This term in science, we will be 

focusing on the evolution and 

inheritance. This is a very interesting 

area of study that will allow your child 

investigate the past, present and 

future of all living things (including 

humans).  We will even have the 

opportunity to make our own fossils. 

Children will be understanding how 

characteristics are passed from 

offspring and how these changes 

occur over time. They will be 

appreciate how variations in offspring 

over time can make animals more or 

less able to survive in particular 

environments.  

Children will be finding out about the 

work of palaeontologists such as 

Alfred Wallace and Charles Darwin 

and how they developed their ideas 

on evolution. During this, children will 

be raising questions regarding aspects 

of evolution and inheritance and be 

able to explain scientifically how 

animals or living things survive in 

extreme conditions. Children will be 

able to analyse the advantages and 

disadvantages of specific adaptions.  


